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ARTICLE 1

General Obli-ations under the Cenmvention

(1) The Parties to the Convention undertake to cive effect to the provisions of
the present Convention and these Annexes thereto by which they are bound, in
order to prevent the pollution of the marine environuent by the discharge of
harmful substances or effluents containing such substances in contravention of

the Convention.

(2) Unless expressly provided otherwise, a refercence to the present Convention
congtitutegs at the same time a refercnce to its Protocols and to the Annexcs.

ARTICLE 2

Definitions

For the purposcs of the present Convention, unless exprossly provided
otherwise:
(1) "Regulations™ means the Regulations contained in the Amnexes to the
preascent Convention,
(2) "Harmful substance" mcans any substance which, if introduced into the sea,
is liable to crcate hazards to human health, to harm living resources and
narine life, to damage anenities or to interferxe with other legitinate uses
of the sea, and includes any substance subject to control by the present
Convention,
(3) (2) "pimcharge", in rclation to harmful substances or efflucnts containing
such substanccs, neans any release howsocver caused fron a ship
and inzludes any escape, disposal, spilling, leaking, pumping,
caltting or cuptying.
(b) "Discharge" does not inclules
(i) dunping within the neanins: of the Convention on the Prevention
of Marine Pollution by Dunping of Wastes and Other Matter done
at London on 13 Novembexr 19723
or
(i1) release of harmful substances directly arising from the

exploration, oxploitation and associated off-shore processing
of sea=bed rmineral resources; or
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(iii) rolease of hamiful substances for purpsscs of leritimate
scientific rosecarch into pollution abatement or control,

(4) "Ship" neans a vessgel of any type whatsoever operating in the marine
environment end includes hydrofoil boats, airecushion vehicles, subnersibles,
floating craft and fixed or floating platforns.

(5) "Administration” means the Government of the State under whose
authority the ship is operating., With respect to a ship entitled to fly

a flag of any State, the Administration is the Government of that State,
With respect to fixed or floating platforns engaged in exploration and
exploitation of the seawbed and subgoll thereof adjacent to the coast over
which the coastal State cxercises sovereirm rights for the purposes of
exploration and exploitation of their natural resources, the Adninistration

is the Governnent of the coastal State concerned,

(6) "Incident" neans an event involving the actual or probable discharge
into the sca of a harmful substance, or effluents containing such a substance.

(7) "Organization® neans the Inter=Governnental Maritine Consultative

Organization.

ARTICLE 3
Apglication

(1) The present Convention shall apply to:
(a) ships entitled to fly the flag of a Party to the Convention; and

(b) ships not entitled to fly the flag of a Party but which operate
under the authority of a Party,

(2) Nothing in the present Article shall be construed as derocating from
or extending the sovereign rishts of the Parties under international law
over the goa=bod and subsoil thereof adjacent to their,coéats for the
purposes of exploration and exploitation of their natural resources.

(3) The present Convention shall not apply to any warship, na#al auxiliary
or other ship owned or operated by a State and used, for the time being, only
on governuent non-commercial service,  However, each Party shall ensure
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by the adoption of appropriate neasures not impairing the operations

or operational capabilities of such ships owned or opeorated by it, that
such ships act in a manner consistent, so far as is reasonable and
practicable, with the preasont Convention,

ARTICLE 4

Violation

(1) Any violation of the requirements of the present Convention shall
be prohibited and zanctions shall be established therefor under the

law of the Adninistration of the ship concerned wherever the violation
oceurs, If the Administration is informed of such a violation and

is satisfied that sufficient evidence is available to enable proceedings
to be brousht in respect of the alleged violation, it shall cause such
proceedings to be taken as soon as possible, in accordance with its

law,

(2) Any violation of the requirements of the present Convention within
the jurisdiction of any Party to the Convention shall be prohibited

and sanctions shall be established therefor under the law of that
Party. Whenever such a violation occurs, that Party shall cither:

(a) causge proceedings to be taken in accordance with its law
or

(b) furnish to the Administration of the ship such infomation
and evidence as may be in its possession that a vioclation

hag ocourred,

(3) Where information or evidénoe with respeet to any violation of
the present Convention by a ship is furnished to the Aduinistration
of that ship, the Administration shall pronptly inform the Party which
hag furnished the information or evidence, and the Orpanization,

of the action taken,
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(4) The penalties specified under the law of a Party pursuant to the
present Article shall be adequate in severity to discourage violations
of the present Convention and shall be equally severc irrespective of

where the violations occur,

ARTICLE 5

Certificates and Special Rules on
Inspcetion of Ships

(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2) of the present Article
a cextificate issucd under the aunthority of a Party to the Convention
in accordance with the provisions of the Regulations shall be accepted
by the other Parties and regarded for all purposes covered by the present
Convention as having the sane validity as a certificate issued by then,

(2) A ship required to hold a certificate in accordance with the provisions
of the Repulations is sabject while in the ports or off-shore terminals
under the Jurisdiction of a Party to inspection by officers duly authorized
by that Party, Any such inspection shall be linited to verifving that
there is on board a valid cer*ificate, unless there are clear grounds

for believing that the condition of the ship or its equipnent does

not correspond substantially with the particulars of that certificate,

In that case, or if the ship does not carry a valid certificate, the

Party carrying out the inspection shall take such steps as will ensure

that the ship shall not sail until it can proceed to sea without
presenting an unreasonable threat of hamm to the narine environnent,

That Party may, however, grant such a ship permission to leave the

port or off-shore terminal for the purpose of proceeding to the nearcst

appropriate repair yaxd. available,

(3) If a Party denies a foreign ship entry to the ports or off=-ghore
terminals under ite jurisdiction or takes any action against such a
ship for the reason that the ship does not comply with the provisions
of the present Convention, the Party shall immediately inform the
consul or diplomatic representative of the Party whose flag the ship
is entitled to fly, or if this is not poasible, the Administration
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of the ship concerned, Before denying entry or taking such action the Party
may request consultation with the Administration of the ship concerned.
Information shall also be given to the Administxation when a ship does not
carry a valid certificate in accordance with the provisions of the

Regulations.

(4) with respect to the ships of non~Parties to the Convention, Partics
shall apply the requirements of the present Convention as may be necessary

to ensure that no more favourable trocatment is given to such ships,
ARTICLE 6

Detection of Vielations ond

Enforcement of the Convention

(1) Partics to the Convention shall co-operate in the detcction of
violations and the enforcoment of the provisiong of the presont
Convention, using all anpropriate and practicable measures of
detection and environmental monitoring, adequate procedurcs for

reporting and accumalation of cvidence.

(2) 4 ship to which the present Convention applies may, in any port
or offeshorc terminal of a Party, be subject to inspcetion by officers
appointcd or authorized by that Party for the purposc of verifying
whather the ship has discharged any harmful substances in violation
of thic provisions of the Regulations. If an inspection indicates a
violation of the Convention, a ruport shall be forwarded to the

Administration for any appropriate action.

(3) any Party shall furnish to the Administration evidence, if any,
that the ship has discharged harmful substancoes or offlucents
containing such substances in violation of the provisions of the
Regulaticns, If it is practicable to do so, the computent authorvity
of the former Party shall notify the mastor of the ship of the

alleged violation,

(4) Upon roceiving such evidence, the administration so informed
shall investigate the matter, and may request the other Party to
furnish further or bettor evidence of the alleged contravention.
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If the Administration is satisficd thet sufficient cvidonce is available
to cnable proceedings $0 be brought in regpeet of the alloged violation,
it shall cause such proccedings to be takon in accordance with its law
as soon as possible., The Administretion shall promptly inform the
Party which has reported the alloged viclation, as well as the

Organization, of the action taken,

(5) A Party may also inspect a ship to which the present Convention
applics when it enters thoe ports or off-shore terminals under its
Jurisdiction, if a request for an investigation is rccuived from any
Party together with sufficicent evidence that tho ship has discharged
hormful substances or effluents containing such substances in any place.
he report of guch investigation shall be sent to the Party requesting
it and to the Administration so that the appropriate action may he

takon under the prescnt Convention.

ARTICLE 7

Unduc Delay to Shing

(1) A1) possible efforts shall be made to aveid 2 ship being unduly

dcetained or delayed under ariticles 4, 5 and 6 of the present Convention,
(2) When a ship is unduly detained or dclayed under articles 4, % and
6 of the nrosent Convention, it shall be entitled to comvensation for any loss
or damnge suffercd,
ARITICLE 8

Honorts on Incidents Involving armful Substances

(1) &4 report of an incident shall be made without delay to the fullest
extent possible in accordance with the provicions of Protor 1 I to the
present Convention,
(2) Each Party to the Convention shalls
(a) make all arrangements nccessary for an appropriate officer
or ageney 1o receive and process all roporis on incidonts;

and
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(b) notify tho Organization with complete dstails of such
arrvengements for circulation to other Partics and Momber

States of thoe Organization.

(3) Whenever a Party receives a report under the provisions of the
presont Article, that Party shall relay the weport without delay to:

(a) the idministration of the ship involved; and
(b) any other St.te which may be affected.

(4) Each Party to the Convention undertakes to issue instructions to
its maritime inspcetion vessels and aircraft and to other appropriate
services, to report to its authoritics any incideont referred to in
Protocol I to the prusent Convention., That Party shall, if it
considers it approvriate, report accordingly to the Organization and

to any other party concerned,

ARTICLE 9

Other Treatics and Internrotation

e

(1) Upon its entry into force, the present Convention suoncrscdes the
Intemmational Convention for the Prevention of Pollution of the Sea

oy 0il, 1954, as amended, as between Partics to that Convention,

(2) Nothing in the proscnt Convention shall prejudice the
codification and develonment of the law of the sea by the

United Nations Conference on tho law of the 3ea convened pursuent to
Resolution 2750 C(XXV) of thc General Assembly of the United Nations
nor the present or futurc claimg and legal viows of any State
concerning the law of thie sca and the nature and extent of coastal
and flaz State jurisdiction.

(3) The tcrm "jurisdiction" in the present Convention shall be

construed in the light of intermational law in force at the time of
application or interpretation of the present Convention,
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ARTICLE 10

Scttloment of Disputos

Any digpute between two or more Partics to the Convention

concerning the interpretation or application of the present
Convention shall, if settlomoent by negotiation betweon the Partices

involved has not been possiblé, and if these Parties do not

otherwise agree, be submitted upon rcequest of any of them to
arbitration as sct out in Protocol II to the present Convention,

ARTICLE 11

Compmanication of Information

(1) The Parties to the Convention undertake to communicatc to the

Organization:

(2)

(v)

the toext of laws, orders, deerces and rezulations
and other instruments which have been promudgated
on the various matters within the scope of the

present Convention;

a list of non~governmental ancncies which are
authorizoed to act on their behalf in matters rolating
to the design, construction and equipmont of ships
carrying harmmful substances in accordance with the

provisions of the Regulations;

a sufficiont number of gpucimens of thoir certificates

issucd under the provisions of the Regulationsg

a list of rceeption facilities including their location,
capacity and available facilitices and other

charactoeristics;

offieinl peports or summarices of official reports in
80 far as thoy show the resulty of the application

of the present Convention; and
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(f) an annual statistical report, in a form standardised
by the Organization, of penalties actually imposed

for infringement of the present Convention,

(2) The Organization shall notify Parties of the receipt of any
cormunications wnder the present Article and circulate tc all Parties

any information communicated to it under sub=paragraphs (1)(b) to (f)

of the present Article,

ARTICLE 12

Casualties to sShips

(1) Each Adninistration undertakes to conduct an investigation of
any casualty occurring to any of its ships subject to the provisions
of the Regulationg il guch casualty has produced a major deleterious
effect upon the marine enviromaent,

(2) Bach Party to the Convention undertakes to supply the
Orgenization with infornation concerning the findings of such
investication, when it judges that such information nay assist in
determining what chanjes in the present Convention night be

desirable,

ARTICLE 13

Sirmature, Ratification, Acceptanceo,
approval and Accegsion

(1) The present Convention shall remain open for signmature at the
Headguarters of the Crpanization fron 15 Januaxy 1974 until
31 December 1774 and shall thorcoafter renmain open for accession,
Stotes may vecome Partics to the prescnt Convention by
() siinaturc without rescrvation as to ratification,
acceptance or approval; or
(b)  signature subject to ratification, ac-eptance or
approval, followcd by ratificetion, acceptance or

approvals or

(¢) accession,
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(2) Ratification, accuptance, approval or accession shall be cffected
by the deposit of an insitruacent to that offccet with the Secretary-Genersl
of the Opganization,

(3) The Secretary-General of the Orjanization shall inforn all States
which have signed the present Convention or acceded to it of any
signature or of the deposgit of any new instrunent of ratification,

acceptance, approval or accession and the date of its deposit.

ARTICLE 14

Optional fnncxcs

(l) A State aay ot the tine of eigning, ratifying, acccepting,

approving or acceding to the prosent Convention declare that it docs

not accept any onc or all of Amexes IIT, IV and V (herecinafter referred
to as "Optional Annexes™) of the »resent Convention. Subject to the
above, Partics to the Convention shall be bound by any Annex in its
entirety,

(2) A Statc which has declared that it is not bound by an Optional
Annex nay at any tine accoept such Annox by depositing with the

Organization an instruient of the kind referred to in Article 13(2).

(3) 4 State which makes a declaration under parasraph (1) of the
prescnt Article in respect of an Opticonal Annex and which has not
gsubgcquently accepted that annex in accordance with paragraph (2) of
the present Article shall not be wider any obligation nor cntitled
to cloin any wrivileges under the pregent Convention in rospeet of
netters related to such Annex and all refercnces to Partica in the
present Convention shall not include shat State in so far as natters
rclated to such Annex are concerned,

(4) The Orpendsation shall informs the States wnich hove sirmed or
acceded to the present Convention of any declaration under the
pregent Article os well ns the veccipt of any instrunent deposited
in accordance with the provisions of paragraph (2) of the present

Article,
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ARTT LB 15

- A
by 1otbo Fhpes

(1) The present Convention shall enter inte force twelve unonths
after the date on which not less than 15 States, the combined
nerchant flects of which constitute not less than fifty per cent
of the pross tonnage of the world's nerchant shipping, have becone

partics to it in accoxdance with Article 13,

(2) An Optional Amnex shall cnter into force twelve months after
the date on which the conditions stipulated in paragraph (1) of the

prosent Article have been satisfied in relaiion to that Annex,

(3) The Organizotion shall infori the States which have signed the
sresent Convention or acccded to 1t of the date on which it cnters
into forec and of tho date on which an Optional Annex enters into

force in accordance with paragraph (2) of the present Article,

(4) For States which have deprsited an instrwient of ratification,
accoptance, ayproval or accesgion in respect of the prosent
Conventinn oxr any Optional Annex after the requirconents for entry
into forcee thercof have been neh but prior to the date of ontry into
force, the ratification, accuntance, approval or accossicn shall

take offcet on the date of entry into force of the Convention or such
Annex or threc nonths after the date of denosit of the ingtrunent

whichiover ig tho later date.

(5) For States which have deposited an instruwent of ratification,
acceutance, approval or accession after the datc on which the
Convention or an Optional Anncx entercd inte force, the Cunvention
or the Optional Annex ghoall becone eifective three uonths after

the dote of deposit of the instruncnt,

(6) After the date on which all the conditions roquireld under
Article 16 t9 bring an rnendient to the present Convention or an
Optional Annex into force have been fulfilled, any instrunent of
ratification, acceplance, approval or accession denosited shall

apply to the Convention or Annex ag anended,
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ARTICLE 16

Anendments

(1) The present Convention nay be asended by any of the procedures

specifiod in the following paragraphs.

(2) Anendnents after conslideration by the Organizations

(a)

(v)

(1)

(c)

()

any anenduent nroposed by a Party to the Convention shall
be subnittcd to the Orsanization and circulated by its
Secretary-General to all Menbers of the Organizaticn and
all Partics at lecast six months prior to its consideration;

any anendnent proposed and circulated as above ghall be
submitted to an appropriatc body by the Organization for
congiderations

Particas tc the Convention, whether or not Munbers of the
Organization, shall be entitled to participate in the
nroceedings of the appropriate body;

anendnents shall be adonted by a twoethirds majority of

only the Partics to the Convention present and vobting;

if adopted in accordance with pub=-paragraph (d) ebove,
anendnents shall be cruaunicated by the Sceretary-General
of the Orpanization to all the Parties to the Convention
for acceptance;
an anenditent shall be deened to have been accopted in the
following circunstancos:
(i) an asenduent to an Article of the Convention shall be
deoned to have becen accepted on the date on which
it is accepted by twoethirds «.' the Partics, the
cuiibined merchant flecets of which constitute not less
than fifty per cont of the gross toanaee of the world's

ncrchant fleets
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(1)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

an anendment to an Armex to the Convention shall be
decried to have been accepted in accordance with the
procedure specified in sube-paragraph (£)(iii) unless
the appropriate body, at the tine of ite adoption,
determines that the amendinent shall be deemed to have
been accepted on the date on which it ig accepted by
two=-thirds of the Parties, the combined nerchant fleets
of which constitute not less than fifty per cent of
the gross tonnage of the world's merchant fleet.
Nevertheless, at any tine before the entxy into force
of an anendinent to an Annox to the Convention, a Party
nay notify the Secretary-General of the Organization
that its express approval will be necessary before the
anenduent cnters into force for it, The latter shall
bring such notification and the date of its receipt to

the notice of Partics;

an anendient to an Appendix to an Annex to the Convention
ghall be deecied to have been accepted at the end of a
period to be deternined by the appropriate body at the

tine of its adoption, which period shall be not less than
tcn mwonthe, unless within that period an objection is
comvmunicated to the Organization by not less than one-third
of the Partics or by the Parties the combined nerchant
fleets of which constitute not lcas than fifty per cent

of the gross tonnage of the world's ncrchant fleet

whichever condition is fulfilled;

an anendient to Protocol I to the Convention shall be
subject to the sanc procedurcs as for the aunendnents
to the Annexes to the Convention, ag provided for in
sub=paragraphs (£)(ii) or (£)(iii) aboves

an anendrent to Protoeol II to the Convention shall be
subject to the sme proccdurcy as for the anmendnents
to an Article of the Convention, ag provided for in

sub=paragraph (£)(1) above;
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(g) the amendment shall enter into force under the following

conditionss

(i) in the case of an amendment to an Article of the
Convention, to Protocol II, or to Protocel I or to
an Annex to the Convention not undor the procedurc
specified in pubeparagvaph (£)(iii), the amendment
accepted in confornity with the foregoing provisions
shall enter into force six months aftor the date of

its acceptance with reaspect to the Parties which have

declared that they have accepted it;

(i1) 4in the case of an amendment to Protocol I, to an
Appendix to an Annex or to an snncx to the
Conveontion under the procodure speeificd in sube
paragraph (£)(iii), thc amendment deemed to have
been accepted in accordance with the foregoing
conditions shall enter into force six months
after its acceptance for all the Partics with the
exception of those which, before that date, have made
a deelaration that they do not accept it or a
declaration wnder subeparagraph (£)(ii), that their

vxpress approval is nocessary.

amendnent by a Conlerence:

(a)

Upon the reguest of a Party, concurred in by at leost once
third of the Fartics, the Organization shall convenc a
Conforcnce of Partics to the Convention to consider

ancncénents to the prosent Convention.

Bvery amendnent adopted by such a Conforcnee by a twowthirds
najority of thosc present ond voting of the TPartics ghall
he communicatcd by the Sceretarye=Genernl of tho Orpanization

to all Contracting Partics for their accuptance.
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(4)

(5)

(9)

(c) Unless the Conforcnce decides otherwise, the amendment shall be
deened to have teen accupted and to have entored into force in
accordance with the procedurcs specificd for that purposc in
parageaph (2)(f) and (g) above,

(a) In the case of an amendment to an Optional fnnex, a reference in the
present Article to a "Party to the Convention® shall be dcemed to

mean a reference to a Party bound by that fnnex,

(b) Any Party which has declined to accept an amendment to an Anncx
shall be treated as a non-Party only for the purposc of application
of that amendnment,

The adoption and cntry into forecc of a new Anncx shall be subjeet to the

same procoedurcs as for the adoption and entry into force of an amendnmont

to an Article of the Convention.

Unlcss oxpressly provided otherwisce, any anendment to the present
Convention nade under this Article which relates to the structure of a
ghip shall apply only to ships for which the building contract is placcd,
or in thc abscnee of a building contract, the keel of which is laid, on

or alftcer the date on which the anendiment comes into forec,.

Any amendnent te o Protocol or to an Annev ginall rclate to tho substance
of that Protocol or Annex and shnll be consistent with the Articles of

the prescont Convention,

The Scerctary-General of the Organization shall inform all Partics of
any ancndments which enter inte force under the present Article, togethor

with the date on which cach such amendnent enters into forco,

Any Geclaration of ncceptance or of objection to an amcenément under the
present drticle shall be notificed in writing to the Scerctary-Goneral
of the Oryganization. The latver shall bring such notification and the

date of its receipt to the notice of the Partics to the Convention,
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LRTICLE 17

Promotion »f Technieal Cowoseration

o
-

The Partics to the Convention shall pronote, in consultation with
the Organization and cther international bodies, with assistance and
comordination by the Executive Dircctor of the United Nations Environnent
Prograzne, support for those Parties which request technical assistance
for:

(a) the training of scicntific and technical personncl;

(b) the supply of nccessaxy equivient and facilities for

reception and monitoring

(¢) the facilitation of other ueasures and arrangements to

prevent or mitigate pollution of the marine environuent
by ships; and

(2) the cncouragenent of researchs
preferably within the countrics concerned; so furthexing the aims and

surposes of the present Convention,

ARTICLE 18

Demaniciation

(1} The pregent Convention or any Optisnal Annex way be denounced

by any Partics to the Convention at any tine after the cexpiry of five
years fron the dnte on which the Convention or such Annex cnters intn
force for that Party.

(2) Denunciatiom ghall be effcetod by notification in writing to *he
Sceretary-General of the Organization who shall inforn all the other
Partics of any such notification received and of the date of its

recelpt as well ag the date on which such Cenunicaticn talkes offcet.

(3) A denmunciation shall take effect twelve nonths after receipt of
the notification of denunciation by the Scerctary-General of the
Organization or after the expiry of any other longer period which

nay be indicated in the notification,
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ARPICLE 15

Dovesit and Recdstration

(1) The present Convention shall be deposited with the Sccretary-General
of the Organization who shall transnit ceortifiecd truec copies thexeof to

all States which have sirmed the prescnt Convention or acceded to it,

(2) As socon as the prescnt Convention enters into force, the text shall
be transnitted by the Secretary=General of the Orxganization to the
Seerctary=General of the United Nations for registration and publication,
in accourdance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 20

Lansuaces

The present Convention is established in a single copy in the
English, French, Rugsion and Spanish languages, each fext being
cqually authentic, Official translations in the Arabic, Geraan, Italian
and Jopancse languages shiall be prepared and deposited with the signed

original,

IN WITHESS WHERECF the undersisned being "uly cuthorized by their

regpeetive Governients for that ourpose have signed the prosent Convention,

DONE LT LOWDON this sccond day of Noveuber, one thousand nine hundred

X

mnd seventy=three,



