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THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION, 

BEING CONSCIOUS of the need to preserve the huuai.1 environraent in ceneral 

and the raarine environment in particular9 

RECOGNIZING that deliberate, necliccnt or accidental release of oil and 

other har11ful substances frora ships constitutes a serious source of pollutio~, 

~ . ,C"' 

RECOGNIZING ALSO the importance of the International Convention for the 

Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by Oil, 195,i, as beinc the first r:ml ti­

lateral instrument to be concluded with the prine objective of protectinc the 

environr,Kmt, and appreciatinc the si5I1ificant contribution which that Convention 

has made in preservinc the seas and coastal environment from pollution, 

DESIRING to achieve the conplete elimination of intenti onal polluti on of 

the rmrine environment by oil and other harmful substances and the ninii:1ization 

of accidental discharc;e of such substances, 
__ , 

CONSIDF,HING that this object nay best be achieved 'Jy establishinc rules 

not limited to oil pollution havinc; a universal purport 1 

HAVE AGREED as follows: 
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(1) The Parties to the Convantion undertake to cive effect to the provisions of 

the present Convention and those Annexes thereto by which they are bound~ in 

order to prevent the pollution of the oarine environr.1cnt by the disoharG'Q of 

ha.:r,;iful substances or effluents containinc such substances in contravention of 

tho Convention. 

(2) Unloss expressly provided otherwise, a reference to the present Convention 

constitutes at the some tige a reference to its J,rotocols and to tho Anncx~s. 

ARTICLE 2 

Definitions 

For tho purposes of tho present Convention, unl&ss expressly provided 

otherwise: 

(1) 11Roe,ulations 11 r,10ans th0 Rc2,'Ulations containe:l in the f.nn<:!XOS to the 

present Convention. 

(2) "Han.lf'ul substance" means any substance which, if introduced into tho sea, 

is liable to cre:ab hazar<ls to hur.1an hoalth, to ham livinJ rosources and 

i:aarine life, to dar:inc;c ar.1enitics or to intorfo:r.o with other loci tir.mte '.lacs 

of the sea., and includes MY substanco subjoct to control by the present 

Convention. 

(3) (a) "Disoharce11 , in relation to ha.rmful substances or offlucnts containinc 

such substances, r:loans 3llY roloaso howsoovor caused fror.1 a ship 

and incluu.us any esca1)e, disposal, spillinr_;, leakinG, punpine, 

onittinc or onptyinc. 

(b) "Disoha:r.cc" docs not inclu•lo: 

(i) clunpinc within tho r.1eanin:; of the Convontion on the Prevention 

of l1arine Pollution by Dur:1pinG' of Wastes ,,md Othc-ir Matter done 

at London on 13 Novonber 1972; 

or 

(ii) releaso of ha.rtlful substancos directly arisine fro~ the 

exploration, ox;ploit~tion and a.ssooiatod oft-shore prooessin,;; 

of sea-bed r.u.neral roaouroos; or 
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(iii) roleaae of ho.rni'ul substances !'or :;:mrpses of le,::;itimate 

scientific rosoa.rch into pollution abateaent or control. 

(4) "Ship" means a. vessel of any type whatsoever operatine in the tlarine 

environnont and includes hydrofoil boats, ai:r-o,ishion vehicles, suboerr:,ibles, 

floatincr craft ci.nd fixed or floatin_1 platforus. 

(5) "Administration" !'leans the Governr.ient of the State under whose 

authority the ship is oporatinc. With respect to a ship entitled to fly 

a flac o.f any State, the Mninistra.tion is the Government of that State. 

With respect to fixed or floatin,; pla.tfoms encac-ed in exploration and 

exploitation of the sea-bed and subsoil thereof adjacent to the coast over 

which the coastal State exercises sover.eian rights for the purposes of 

exploration and exploitation of their natural resources, tho Aduinistration 

is the Govornuent of the coastal State conoemed. 

( 6) "Incident" uea.ns an event invol vine; tho actual or probable discha.re,.-e 

into tho soa of a harmful substance, or effluents containincr such a substance. 

(7) "Ori:;a.nizo.tion11 r.1eans the .Inter-Govornnental Maritiuo Consultative 

Orcanization. 

ARTICLE 3 

A,Dplication 

(1) The present Convention shall apply to: 

(a) i:ihips entitled to fly the f'lac of a. Party to the Convention; and 

(b) ships not entitled to fly the flac of a. Pru-ty but which operate 

undor the a.uthori ty of a. Party. 

(2) Nothinc in tho present Article shall be construed as dorocratinc from 

or extondin0 tho sovorei0n ric}lts of the Parties under international law 

over the soa.-bod and subsoil thereof adjacent to their.coasts for the 

purposes of explorat.ion and exploitation of their natural resou.rcos. 

(}) The present Convention shall not apply to on:, warship, naval au.xilia.ry­

or other ship ownod or operated by a State and used, for tho time beinc, only 

on i~vornr.ient non•comeroi~l service. However, eaoh Party shall ensure 
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or operational capabilities of such ~hips owned or oporatcd by it, that 

such ships act in a manner consistent, so far as is reasonable and 

practicable, with the present Convention, 

ARTICLE 4 

Violation 

(1) Acy violation of the requirellents of the present Convention shall 

be prohibitod and sanctions shall be established therefor imder the 

law of the Adoiniatration of the ship ooncemod wherever the violation 

occurs. If the Adoiuistration is infomed of such a. violation and 

is satisfied that sufficient evidence is available to enable p:rooeedincrs 

to be broUGht in respect of the alleGred violation, it shall cause such 

proceedilli..,"'B to be ta.ken as soon as possible, in accordance with its 

law, 

(2) Any violation of the requirements of the present Convention within 

the jurisdiction of any Party to the Convention shall be prohibited 

and sanctions shall be established therefor under the law of that 

Party, Whenever such a violation occurs, that Party shall either: 

(a) cause proceedings to bo ta.ken in accordance with its law; 

or 

(b) furnish to tho Administration of the ship such inforoation 

and evidence as ra~ be in its possession that a violation 

has occurred.. 

(;) Where infomation or evidence with rospoot to aJJY' violation of 

the present Convention by a ship is furnished to the Adr.li.nistration 

of that ship, the Awainistration shall pronptly inforu tho Party which 

ha.a furnishod the in.fomation or evidence, an<t the OrJanization, 

of the action taken. 
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(4) The penalties specified under the law of a Party pursuant to the 

present Article shall be ad.equate in severity to discour~1e violations 

of the present Convention and shall be equally severe irrespective of 

where the violations occur. 

ARTICLE 5 

Certific1tes and Special Rules on 
Inspocti~n of ShiBs 

(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2) of the present Article 

a certificate issued under the n.uthority of a Party to the Convention 

in a<}corda:nc~ ·,;i th tho provisions of the Regulations shall be accepted 

by tho other Parties and regarded for all purposes covered by the present 

Conv,mtion as ha.vine the sano validity as a certificate issued by then. 

(2) A ship required to hold a certificate in accordance with the provisions 

of the Ilecru.J.ations is s~bject while in tho ports or off-shore teroinals 

under the jurisdiction of a Party to inspection by officers duly authorized 

by that Party. Any such inspection shall be lir1ited to verifyinG that 

there is on board a valid cer~tficate, unless thore are clear crounds 

for believinc that the condition of the shi.p or its equipuent does 

not correspond substantially with the particulars of that certificate, 

In that case, or if the ship does not carry a valid certificate, the 

Party carryincr out the inspection shall take such steps as will ensure 

thai; the ship shall not sail imtil it can proceed to soa without 

pre sen tine an unreasonable threat of han.1 to th(:) r.1arine cmviroru:1ent. 

That Party u~, however, (,"Tant such a ship peroission to leave the 

port or off-shore teminal for the purpose of prooeodin0 to the nearost 

appropriate repair yarc.. available, 

(3) If a Party denies a foreien ship entry to tho ports or off-shore 

teruinals under its jurisdiction or takes any action against such a 

ship for tho reason that the ship ~oos not conply with the provisions 

of the present Convention, the Party shall itu.1ediatoly infom the 

consul or tliplonatio representative of the Party whoso flag tho ship 

is entitled to fly, or if this is not posaible, the Adtlinistration 
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of the ship cori.c1:rned.. Before denying ent:r.;y or taking such action tho Party 

may request consultation with the Administration of the ship conc(;lrned. 

Information shall also be given to the Administration when a ship does not 

carry a valid certificate in accordance with the provisions of the 

Regulations. 

(4) With respect to the ships of non-Parties to the Convention, Parties 

shall apply tho requirements of the present Convention as may bo necessary 

to ensure that no more favourable troatmen-c is given to such shi1)s. 

;~RTICLE 6 

:Q~t.oction of Violations .:-md 
Enforcement of the Convention 

(1) Parties to the Convention shall co-oporato in tho detection of 

violations and tho ,mforccrnont of tho provisions of the prcs,:mt 

Convention, using nll aDpropriate and practicable measures of 

o.ctcction ancl environmontal monitoring, adot;,uato procedures for 

roportinf:,' and accum~lation of oviduncc. 

(2) ;, ship to which thG proscnt Convention n.pplfos mn.y, in any pvrt 

or off-shore te:rmj_nal of a Party, b,::l subject to inspection by offic.:;,rs 

appointed or authorized by that Party for the purpos0 of w:rifying 

whi.lther the ship has discho.rgod any harmful substnnc<::s in violation 

of tho provisions of th0 Ru[;,iulations. If an inspection indicat0s a 

violation of tho Convention, a r~port sh~ll be forwarded to the 

AdministrR-tion for o..ny appropriate action. 

(3) J-.ny Party shaJl furnish to the Administration evidcnco, if any, 

that tho ship hn.s diacharl$cd harmful sub.Jt::mc0s or offluonts 

contnining such substanc0s in violn.tion of the provisions of tho 

Rcc:rulaticns. It it is pmotic.ri,blo to do so, tl1;; cornp(;:tcnt authority 

of the former Party shall notify tho mast.:.:r of tho ship of tho 

allogd vi::ilation. 

(4) Upon ruooiving such evidenc€:, tlw :~dministration ao informed 

shall investigate the matter, and may rcquer:it the other Party to 

fur:nish furthor or bettor evid(jnco of tho alleged contravontion. 
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If tho Administration is sntisfiod tha~ suff1ciont 0vid0ncu is availnblo 

to enable prooee!din3s to bo broueht in rcspact of tho nll,;:god violation, 

it shall ca.use such procoodincs to be tak0n in acoord-:tncc with its lnw 

as soon o.s possible. Thu Administmtion shali p::..•omptly inform the 

Party which has reported thu al10ged violntion, as well et.s the 

Or~nnization, of tho action tc.kon. 

(5) A Party mny also inspoct a ship to which tho prosvnt Convention 

r,pplfos whon it on tors tho ports or off-shor.::l terminals under its 

juri□<liction, if a. request for an investigation is rccwivod from n.ny 

Party togothor with sufficient cvidonco thnt tho ship has dischargwd 

harmful substances or &ffluonts containing such substances in ~ny plncc. 

Thu r-.1port of such invcstication shn.11 bl.l sc-nt to the Pc.1,rty requesting 

it rmcJ. to the Administration so tha.t the appropriatu action may bw 

taken und(.)r th,) proscnt Convention. 

ARTICLn 7 

( 1) All :possible l'fforts ohall 'Je lllllt.l: to ,woid .:1, ship bcinc; undulJ' 

detained or dcln.ycd under .i,rticks 4, 5 and 6 of the prosont Convention. 

(2) \Jhc-n .o. s;1ip is unduly clctainod or dday0d. und,::r .~rticlcs 4, 5 n.nd 

6 of the ryr0scnt Convention, it s11all b(.• ~nti tlod to corri\1omm.tion for any loss 

or damn.go suff ..:rc,d. 

..',Hl:ICLE 8 

(1) •l report of an incident shall be ma<.h: without d0J.ay to the fullest 

ttxtcnt possible in o.ccordancr: with the providonG of l'roto, l I to tho 

prcst'nt Convention. 

(2) Each Party to tho Convcntic,n shall: 

(a) make all arrangements ncccssti.ry for an npproprinto officor 

or n.g-cncy to rocoivo n,nd process a.11 reports on incidents; 

and 
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(b) notify tho Org-anization ~vith comJlctc d.0fails of suoh 

nrrane;cmonts for circulation to other Po.rtios a.nd Mombor 

States of tho Organization. 

( 3) Whenever a Party recei vos a roport undu1.' the p:i:ovisi.ons of the 

prcs~nt Article, that Party shall relay thG ~cpo=t with0ut delay to: 

(a) the Administration of the ship involved; O.."ld 

(b) any other St .• tc which may be aff .:ctcd. 

(4) &~oh Party to tho Convontion undurtak0s to issue instructions to 

its maritime inspection vessels and aircraft and to othor appropriat<:.: 

services, to report to its authorities any incident referred to in 

Protocol I to the prosont Conv(mtiori. That PC'.:rty shall, if it 

considers it approy.iriate, r,::port accordincly to the Organization and 

to any other party conccrnod. 

11.RTICLE 9 

(1) Upon its entry into force, tho prcs,mt Convontion su·t1e:rscdos tho 

In-co:r.national Convention for the Prevention of Pollution of the Sea 

by Oil, 1954, .:13 amended• as butwoon Partfos to that Convention. 

(2) Nothing in tho pros,mt Convontion shall prejudice the 

codificn.tion and dovclo:rmi.:lnt of the law of the sea. by the 

United Nations Oonfcrcnco on tho Law of tho Sea convened pur:.me.nt to 

Resolution 2750 c(xxv) of t:10 General l~sscmbly of tho United Natfons 

nor thP present or future cl~ims and lo&-al viows of any State 

concerning the law of tho sea and tho nature and c:xt~nt of coastal 

and flag State jurisdiction. 

( 3) Tho term 11 ,jurisdiction" in the pros0nt Convention sha.11 be 

construed in the light of i.ntornntiona.l law in force at tho timo of 

npplicntion ot' intcrprota.tion of tho p1•<.:sont Convcntiori. 



... 9 - MP/CONF/WP,35 

ARTICLE 10 

.§._cttlomont of Disputoj.'!. 

Any dispute between two or mora Parties to tho Convention 

concorning tho int0rpretation or application of tho present 

Convention shall, if settlomont by negotiation bctwcon tho Parties 

involved has not been possible, and if those Pnrties do not 

otherwis~ agree, be submitted upon request of any of them to 

nrbi tra.tion as sot out in Protocol II to tho present Convcmtion. 

ARTICLE 11 

Comrmmication of Informati~ 

(1) Tho Parties to tho Convention undortako to communicate to tho 

Ort3,Unization~ 

(n) the: text of le,ws, orders, <lccroos and ru;,ula.tions 

and other instruments which havu b0en pror., ..... l(;;'atl.'d 

on tho various matters within tl,o scope of the 

pl'oscnt Convcntionj 

(b) n. liGt of non-gov-::rnmcntnl ct,:;oncios which aro 

nuthodzocl to net on thoir behalf in llk"1-tt0rs relating 

to the dosi8'fl, construction and oquipmont of ships 

carrying hnrrnful substances in accordo.nco with the 

provisions of the Regulations; 

(c) a. sufficient number of S})vcimcns of th0ir certificates 

is::mcd undor the provisions of tlw Regulations: 

(d) a list of rccoption facilities including their locn.tion, 

capacity and uvail~blo facilities and other 

olinro.ctoristics; 

( .... ) 0 ff1 ,,foJ 1t..;po1•ta or sumtnarios of official reports in 

so far as thoy show tho raaul ts of tha apj.)licc.tion 

of the prcsont Ccnvuntion; and 
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(f) an annual statistic8,i re11ort, in a form standardised 

by the Organization, of penal ties actually i1:11)osecl 

for infringen1ent of the present Convention, 

(2) The Organization shall notify Parties of the receipt of any 

coi:-1munications u.11tler the present Article and circulate t0 all Parties 

any infon,1ation cotm1unicaterl to it under sub•parac-raphs (l)(b) to (f) 

of the present Article, 

ARTICLE 12 

(1) Each Acl::1inistration unclcrtakes to conduct an investiJation of 

r:my casualty occurrinc to any of its ships subject to the provisions 

of the Re~ulations if such casualty has produced a major deleterious 

effect upon the nari.no 0nvirorn.1ent. 

( 2) Each Po.rty to the Convention ui1t~ertalrns to supply the 

Orcenization with infornation concorninG tho findings of such 

invostJcation, when it juc\;os that such infori:1ation r.Iay assist in 

uctcrmi.ninc what chan:.:,2s in tho present Convention rlic;ht be 

clesirablo. 

ARTICLE 13 

§_i.i:.n~~l,;,f!, R-1.iific~_o.n,._.i).£).,<lCJJta11c,£, 
AJJl)r_pv.;il a.nc( .. Acc1~ssi9.!J. 

( 1) 'l1hc ])rose.mt Convention shall remain o;Jen for si1.:,11:.1turo at tho 

Hr:.ndquarters of the Or:_;a.nization froil 15 January 1974 until 

31 rucomber 1974 and sbnJ.l th0rcD.ftur rel.lain open for accession. 

St.:,t(m may bccouc Parti1.,s to the: :,>resent Convention by: 

(r,) air;nat.ur,) without reservation as to r2,tificntion, 

aocor)taJ1ce or :::ippl.'OVA.J.; or 

(b) sit;,nctturc subject to ratification, ac-,;;ptnncc or 

a1)proval, followud l>y rntificr.tion, acct,ptancu or 

approval: or 

( c} acccsaion • 
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( 2) Ratification, acceptance, n::;,proval or accession shall be offoctecl 

by the doposi t of an instruncnt to that uffoct with the SGcrotary-Gcnc:ral 

of the Organization. 

( 3) The Secretary-General of tho Ore,;anization shall inforD all States 

which have s.i.17,ned the present C,mv,mtion or acceded to it of any 

si[$nature or c,f the (lc:posi t of any new instruncnt of ratification, 

acceptance, approval or accession and tho date rif its deposit. 

ARTICLE 14 

(1) A State :,my at the tiuc of sie:,ninto, rutif,Jing, acc0pting, 

approving or accorline to the prosont Convention uoclnro that it docs 

not accept 8.ny 0110 or all of Annexes III, IV wd V (hereinafter referred 

to as "Optional Anncxos 11 ) of tho :)resent Convention, SubjcJct to the 

ti.bovc, Parties t<~ tho Convention shall bo bound by any Almox in its 

0ntiroty. 

(2) A State which has declared that it is not bound by an Optional 

Annex nay n.t any tir.10 :1cc0r,t such Annex by depositinG with the 

Or[;'2J1ization o..n instru;.1ont of the kine.;. referred b in Article 13( 2). 

(3) A State which nakos a doclaration under paro,craph (1) of thu 

proscnt Article in r03pcct of an Optional Anrwx and which has not 

subsequently a.cc01)tccl that 11.ruKx in accort.ln.nco with para;_,-rri,ph (2) of 

tho J?rosont Articlo shall not be 1.U1'.1or D,ny oblir;:1t1on nor l;nti tled 

to clo.iu any p:r.iviluc,;es untlcr the l)rC;sunt Convtmtion in rcop,Jct uf 

r:m.ttc.·ra rolatod to ouch Annox n.nd nll rofcroncos to Partivn in the 

prr,ount Convention r:h;,ll r,ot include .:hat Sta.ta in so fa.:r as uo.tturs 

rc.;latcd to such J\.nnox riro concwn1od. 

( 4) 'J:he: 01.';';;anization shnll inf1ir.1 the Statuo wi1ich hi:wG sit;11od or 

::i.cc()ckd to the prut:;0nt Conve:ntion of any Llc:clarn.tiC'n untlor the 

pros.;.;nt Article ns woll as tho receipt of any instrununt dopr)si tcd 

in n.ocordancc with tho :,_,rnvisions of paragraph (2) of tho present 

Article. 
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(1) The l)rescnt Convcm;irin shall enter into force twolvo 1.1onths 

after tho Cate on which not losr; than 15 Stdos, the co1.1bin€:d 

uerchn.nt fh,ots of which consti tutc nnt less than fifty per cont 

of the L,"ross tonne.cc of the world Is uerchant ship11inc:, ha.vc bocor10 

parties to it in accordance with Article 13. 

(2) An Optional. Annex shall enter into force twelve 1aonths after 

the dato on which the conditions stipulated in pn!'ac;raph (1) of tho 

prosant Article ho..vo bcc,n satisfied in i·olation to that .."!.l1nox. 

(3) The Or.::;anizo..tion shall inforu the Sto.tcs which have sie,;11ed tho 

:iruscnt Convention or o.ccodcd to it uf tho dntG on which it c.:ntcr~J 

into forco and of the elate on which an Or,tionnl An.'1uX onturs into 

force in accordnnc0 with iJ:,rn::_,;ra.ph ( 2) of the present Artie lo. 

(4) For States which have clo1K·site:d m.1 instru.:,ont of rr1tification, 

::.cco~itnnco, a:)pr'.N.1.l or n.ccussim1 in respect of the pros(.:nt 

Convcntirm c,r :1ny O~ti,:,nal l\.rmox aftor the: r0qui:r0uonts for entry 

into forct.· thereof hrwc bt:on r.:o~ but prior to the cln.te uf entry into 

force, the rn.tificution, accu1)·bncc,, ct~ipl':>val or acccssicn shall 

ta.kc uffoct on the date of ontry into fnrce of the Convention rir such 

Annex or thrt::c nonths after tho tl.:-,tc of rlc·_:_)1.•si t ~Jf tho instrunent 

whicl1l:Vc,,r is th;:; ln.tur tird:o. 

( 5) For States which hav,i dc, ... ;1:is:.tcd ru:1 instruncnt of ratification, 

accciitrn·wc, approval or acct:ssi.on aftc:r tho date on which tho 

Conv0ntion o-:-~ n.n 0.:,;tional .\nncx entorod intc, forcv, the C(,nvuntion 

or thu Optionc1l J\rmox shall becm,10 o:i.'fcctivo thr0c uonths 3,ftor 

tho d2,to c,f rloposi t Clf the instrur.,cnt. 

( 6) Af.'ter the thtc on wh.i.ch n,ll the C'. •ndi tions roquirc-1 unch,r 

Article 16 t') lirin(; an ru1ont1,,1<.mt to tlw prE::scnt Cr;nvcntfon or an 

Opti.~in,':11 An.nux int0 force hrwc boen fulfillcct rmy instru:iottt rif 

ratification, ncccptanco, approval 1:ir a.ccassion clcposi tvd shall 

apply to the Conv,mtion or i,nncx as a.r.1em1ed, 
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i.RTICLE 16 

(1) The prt:scnt Convention uay bo ahtcndcd by any of the procedures 

spocifiod in tho following parag-rap.hs. 

(2) Al:~cndr.ionts after consideration by the Orcanizntion: 

(a) any 01.1ondl.1ent ~)roposod by a Party to tho Convention shall 

be subni ttoJ to the Orc;·aniza tion and circulated by its 

Socreta.ry-General to all Meubors of the Organizaticn and 

all Parties at loo.st six r11onths prior to its consideration; 

(b) any ar,1cnd.ucnt proposed and circulated as above shall be 

suln;1i tted to an i,l.ppropriato body by tho Orrr1nization for 

considuration; 

( c) Partios to the Convontii:m, whether or not Mo1:ib0rE:> of tho 

Organization, shall be cntitltcd to pa:r.ticipate in the 

procootlinGB of the appropriate body; 

( tl) a.ucnd.ncnts shall be adopted by u two-thirds r.iajori ty rJf 

only tho Parties to tho Convention prosont and voting~ 

( o) if adopted in accordance with oub-i)arae;raph ( d) E'.bovc, 

aucndr,ie:nts shall be C"H.li:.i.unicatod by tho Sccrotary-Gonoral 

of tho Orcanization to all tho Parties to tho Convention 

for aoco~,t::mco ~ 

( f) an a.r.1ond.1;tont shall be door.wcl to havo been acco:ptod in tho 

followint; circu1s1stancos: 

( i) an ar.mnd;.wnt to an Artick of tho Ccmvontion shall b~ 

dooued to have been accc)tu,1 on the date on which 

it is aco(;ptod by two-thirLlS <",: • the, Parties, the 

co.1binod 1.,orchnnt fleets of whio:1 cons ti tuto no+ luss 

thn.n fifty pen• c0nt of the (,'ross fo.1n~•-cl' l'f the W)rlJ Is 

r.icrchftl1t flout J 



(ii) an ruJondr.J.ent to an Annex to the Convention shall be 

dcor.1ed to havo boon accepted in accordance with the 

procedure specified in sub-paragraph (f)(iii} unless 

tho appropriuto body, at tho tiue of its adoption, 

deterr.iines that tho anen&Jent shall be doer:1ed to have 

been ~ccepted on the date on which it is accepted by 

two-thirds of tho Parties, the combiued r.1crcha.nt fleets 

of which constitute not loss than fifty per cent of 

the [,Toss tonnacc of the world's uorcha.nt fleet. 

Nevertheless, at uny tiue before the entry into force 

of an a.rnendi,1ent to an Annox to the Convention, a Party 

may notify the Secretary-General of tho Orcra.nizction 

that its oxpross approval will bo nocessa.:r.,y before the 

a.11endr.1<mt vntors into force for it. Tho latter shall 

b.cin[I' such notification an.cl the date of its receipt to 

the n,)tice of Partios; 

(iii) an ar:ienduont to un Appondix to an lumex to the Convention 

shall be doc.-nod to have boon accoptec. at the end of a. 

period to be dotcrnined by the appropriate body nt the 

tiue of its adoption, which period shall be not loss than 

ton r:1onths, unless within that period an objoction is 

ca;:1nunicatccl to tho Orr::,'aniza.tion by not lose than one-third 

of the Partfos or by the Po.rtics the combined r.1erchant 

fleets of which constitute not loss tho.n fifty per cent 

of the gross ·tonrn::i,gc of the world I s norchant fleet 

whichever concli tfon is fulfilled; 

(iv) an arn:mdJ:iont to Protocol I to the Conv,:mtion shall be 

subject t0 the sru;1c procedures as for the ru..1t.mdri1ents 

to tho 1'..nnoxes to the C1)nvention, us provided for in 

sub-1)ara£,;ruphs ( f) (ii) or ( f) (Hi) o.b,Jvo; 

( v) an nnondr11cnt to Protocol II to thu Convontion shall be 

subjoct to the snno prc•codur0s as for the a."aondr.icnts 

to nn Article: of the Convention 9 as provided £or in 

sub-~D.I.'at,Taph (f)(i) above; 
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(g) the amendment shall enter into force uncl.er the following 

conditions: 

( i) in the case of an araond.mE:nt to an Article of the 

Convention, to Protocol II, or to P!'otocol I or to 

an Ann~x to the Convention not under the l)roccduro 

specified in pub-parac-ra;ih (f)(iii), the a.monclnent 

accepted in confor□i ty with the foregoing provisio!1s 

shall enter into force six r::onths after the date of 

its acceptance with respect to the Parties which have 

doclarod that they have accepted it; 

(ii) in the case of an ame~1c.lr:icnt to Protocol I, to an 

Appendix to an Annex or to an i,nnox to the 

Convontion under t}:lc proco(lure spociffod in sub­

po.rnc-ro.ph (r)(iii), the n..':lond.mont c.ccmed to have 

been accepted in accordance with the forcgoinff 

conditions shall enter into force six months 

after its acceptance for all tho Parties with tho 

exception of those which, before that date, have made 

a declaration that they do not accept it or a 

(:ocln.ra tion under sub-r,11.raC'rnph ( f )(ii), that thvir 

L'Xprcsc approval is neco_ssa!"J. 

( 3) A1,1emd1;1ont by a Conf1;;rcnce: 

(n) Upon tho rvquost of a P<1rty, coneurroc1 in by a.t luD,st 0110-

thir<-1. 0f the Fartios, tho Or:.;;anizfltion shall conv,.mc a 

Confvrcnct: of .Pri.rtios to tlw Convention to consi,J or 

anon<1n0nts to tho pr.Jscnt Convontion. 

(b) £;very runcn.1,:,\_mt n.doptc;d by such a Confu·cncc; b~r n two-thirds 

r.m.jori ty of those pru,cnt l.'J1,1 V 1)ti,1{t 0£ the I'art.i,.,::; shall 

'be comt1unicakd by tlw Sccrctn.r;/-Gcncrr:.1 of th,:i Orennizn.tion 

to a.11 Contrac tin,",' Parth,s for tiwir n.ccc:ptn,ncc. 
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(c) Unless the Confor,mcc decides otherwise, the ar.wnd.mcnt shall be 

doenod to havo boon acc,::ptod .:ind to have cntc:rcd into force in 

r.,,ccordancc with tho proceclurLs specified for that purpose in 

parai3"ca.ph (2)(f) and (g) abovu. 

(4) (a) In th0 case of an ar.1enclrncnt to an Optio11al lHmox, a roforeno!Z! in tho 

present Article to a 11Pnrty to tho Convention" shall be deemed to 

moan a rcfor0nco to a Party bound by that Ann&x. 

(b) Any P~.rty which has declined to accept an nncmlmcnt to an Annex 

shall be treated as a non-Party only for tho purpose of application 

of that runonc].r:iont. 

(5) 'fh0 adoption and 2ntry into force of il now Anrn.Jx shall be subjoot to th<.: 

sa,.mo proce:cluros as for tho adoption and 0ntry into fe,rc0 of an arnendncmt 

to an Articfo of the: Convuntion. 

(?) Unless ux1:·::·cssly providod othvrwisc, any ancndmont to tho present 

Convention made unch .. r this Articlo which rcla tos to tho structure of a. 

ship shall apply only to ships for which the building contract is placed, 

or in the absc.ncc of a bu.ildinlS contract, the: kud of which is laid, on 

or aft0r tho date on which tho arn:.nd1;iont comes into force. 

(7) Any aucnc:r.wnt to o, Protocol or to an An.r.'""' shall i·clntc to the subsbnc .. 

of that Protocol or Anrwx nnd shrill be consistent wi t:-1 the Articlus of 

the pre:s0nt Convc:ntion. 

(8,) The Sccrctary-Gcncrnl of tho Org;:i.nization □hall inforn all Partfos of 

any ar10ncln0nts which enter into force- tmdc,r the, present Article!, toge th r 

with the dato on which vach such :J.r.Jcmdnc:nt 0nt0rs into forc1:.,. 

(9) Any ,::..ucla.ration of n.ccapta.ncc or of ol,jection to f1l1 ri.r10n0r.1ent undGr the 

prcsc:nt ,'i.rticle shall bo notifiocl in writing to the GocriJtary-G<..ner/.\l 

of the Organizat:ton. The lat .;0r slw,11 ::)rinc such notifiuation a.nc.~ the 

dato of its r0cPipt to the notice of tho Partios to tbC:l Convi .. ntfon. 
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J.RTICLE 17 

The Parties to the Convention shall ~)rouotc, in consultation with 

the Orcanization and other international bodies, with assistance and 

co-ordinatfon by the Executive Director of the United Nations Environncnt 

Pro,Jrru:1.10, SUlJ:i.J'.n.•t for those Parties which rcqu'.;;)st technical a.,sistancc 

for: 

(a) the training 0f scientific and technical :personnel; 

(b) the supply of necessary oquil)i.H?l1t and facilities for 

reception and uonitorinc; 

(c) tho facilitation of other ueasures and arrangements to 

prevent or miti::;ate pollution of the na..riric onviroru.10nt 

by ships; nnd 

(cl) tho cmcouraconont c.if research; 

prcfora.bly within the countries ooncornou., so furtharine:; the aims and 

purposos of the present C,mvcntL,n, 

AH'rrcu: 18 

Denunciation -----
( 1) 'l"lw i.:iruocnt Convuntion or any Optionn.l Anrwx uay bo denounced 

uy o..ny Parti,Js to tho CC1nvcntir,n at any tine aftc;r the cxpir;r of five 

yoo.rs fron the d0,tc on which the Convontii)n r:ir such Annex enters int0 

fnrcc fnr th.:,,t Party, 

(2) DcnunciD,ti,,n c:hall be cffc:ct.oc1 by nc,tificntion in writ in[; to 1;!1c 

Soc.rctary-Gonort?.1 nf tho Ort',;anizntion wlv) shall infor:; all tlrn othor 

Parties of uny such n(ltification rcceiv0d an.cl of the dttto of its 

recd~)t as well n.s the dr.ite on which such ilemmicntfon tC1.l~cs affect. 

(3) A denunciation shall take offed twelve rionthn after rocoipt of 

the• notification of dcmunciation by tho Socrotary-Gl'.lm:ral of tho 

Organization or after the ex1,iry of any other longer period which 

nay be inJicatcJ~ in trw notificnti0n. 
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li.R'l1ICLE 19 

(1) The present Convention shall be tlcpositccl with the Secretary-General 

of tho Orc;anization who shall tra.nsr:i t cortifiocl true copies thereof to 

all Statos which have sicnod the present Cor.vontion or acceded to it. 

(2) As soon ns tho :_:irose:nt Convention enters into force, the text shall 

be transai tted by tho Secretary-Gcmeral of the Orcanization to tho 

Sccrota.ry-General of the United Nations for rccistration and publication, 

in acc0rdance with Articlo 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

ARTICLE 20 

The 1)ros0nt Conv0ntfon is established in a sinelc co_py in tho 

Enclish, French, H:ucsian a:ncl S~xi.nish lant:,uo.cos, each tenet bcin& 

equally authentic. Officfo.1 tr/:'.nsl2-tions in tho i~ra.bic, GcrJ.m..n, Italian 

8..nd Jo.vnnvso la11c.;ua(;0s shall bo 1,roparoc: 8..nd doposi t0cl with the sic,11od 

nri.:.;inal. 

IN WITlJESS v/IfiiJlEOlI' tho 1.1ml0rsi(~nod 1Joinrs ·:1.uly c.uthorizcd by their 

rospoctiv-o Govorn: ,onts for tlmt ::.ur:;;,oso hn.vc sicne:d tho prcsGnt Convention. 

IXJNE J.T IJ)l1IXJN this soc-.:,n,.7 day of Nov.:::.ibcr, one thousnncl nino hundroc1_ 

Md sovonty-thr,:c:. 


